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Perfect Love 


By H. A. IRONSIDE, LITT. D., D.D. 
Pastor Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


(Preached to approximately 3,500 people in Swnday evening service, 
in Moody Memorial Church, stenographically reported.) 


“Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the 
Day of Judgment: because as He is, so are we in this world. There is 
no fear in leve; but perfect love casteth out fear: becatise fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love Him 
because He first loved us.” — I John 4:17 


PAS 
yy 
These verses troubled me for 


some six years after I was con- 
verted more than anything else in 
the Bible, excepting one,verse from 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, which 
isn’t there it all! The verse I im- 
agined was in Hebrews ‘caused me 
many sleepless nights, and much 
soul anxiety. I had often heard it 
quoted and I was so impressed 
with its importance that I had it 
painted on a banner to hang up 
behind me almost every place I 
went, for I was sure it was God’s 


Word, and I believed it, even 
though it caused me a lot of trou- 
ble. I shall never forget how 
amazed I was when at last I 
found that it wasn’t in the Bible. 
I had heard hain sermons preached 
on it, and 

frequetitly myself. 


he text was, “WITHOUT HO- 
ESS NO MAN SHALL SEE 
THE LORD.” I was absolutely cer- 
tain that it was*in the Book, and 
I had’ been told that ‘holiness was 
a second definite work of grace 
subsequent to justification, an ex- 
perience of inward cleansing where- 
by all Adamic sin was eliminated 
from one’s being; and that unless 
one obtained this experience of ho- 
liness here on earth, no matter 
whether he had been regenerated, 


‘justified, and enjoyed much of 


Christ, he would never see the Lord 
after all. 

I used to tremble sometimes as 
one old friend of -mine preached 


éven preached on it) 


DR. H. A. IRONSIDE 


with terrific intensity on the star- 
tling topic, 

"Holiness or Hell!" 

He insisted that if we did not get 
all inbred sin purged out of us 
while in this life, so that we were 
absolutely holy in thought, word, 
and deed, we would be lost event- 
ually in spite of any Christian ex- 
perience we had enjoyed. Again 
and again I sought the Lord in 
earnestness of spirit, pleading with 
Him to root out all the sin from 
my heart. I told Him I would do, 
be, or go, whatever and wherever 
He would have me, and I claimed 
the blessing by a faith, which I 
now know was presumption, and 
tried to keep on claiming it even 

(Continued on page two) 


The Dance Inflames Lust, 
Leads to Adultery 


By EVANGELIST’ JOHN R. RICE 


In an East Texas city at the 
close of a service in a big tent 


campaign, a weeping girl of twen- 
ty waited to talk to-me. She had 
a sad story to tell me.”’As she had 
prepared to go to a country club 
dance her mother had said, “No, 
honey, you must not-go. ‘It is dan- 
gerous and wrong. You must not 
go.” But the girl had stormed and 


‘said, “But I will go! I’m old enough 


to take care of myself. You old 
folks don’t-want us to have any 
fun, and you think we don’t know 
anything. I will go!” And 80, she 
did. 

At the dance she danced with her 
sweetheart, to whom she was en- 
ny to be married. But she al- 

ced several times with a high 
pt friend. He held her close, 


his eyes burned strangely, she said 


Finally he said, “Let’s sit out 
this dance on the porch.” So they 
sat on the cool dark balcony. 

_ Then, “Let us sit in my car,” he 
had said. And they sat in the car. 
Then soon, he turned the switch 
and drove away out into the night. 
‘Weeping, she said to me, “Oh, 


Brother Rice, I wouldn’t have done 
sit, but we were so aroused by the 


dance that we hardly knew what 
we were doing!”’ 


Then she told me that she had 


just come that) afternoon from a 
doctor who told her she was to 
have a baby. She was distracted; 
she had considered suicide, had con- 
sidered trying to find a doctor who 
would perform an illegal operation 
and remove the child. But weeping 
she. said, “But that would be mur- 
der, and my conscience would nev- 
er let me rest, and I’m afraid I 
would go to Hell.” When I suggest- 
ed she marry the boy with whom 
she sinned, she insisted that she 
did not love him, that she did love 
the boy to whom she was engaged, 
but she dared not tell him of her 
sin, and without telling him she 
could not marry the’ innocent 
sweetheart who loved her and be- 
lieved in her. Clenching her small 
fists and with tears down 


running : 
her face, she looked at me and said, 


“Preacher, I wish I had listened to 
my mother! I wish I had never 
seen a dance! Now, oh, God, what 
am I going to do? What am I go- 
ing to do?’ 

In that case the dance immedi- 
ately led to the arousing of sex 

(Continued on page four) 


By. EvANGELIST Joz HENRY HANKINS, D.D. 
“AND THEY WENT BOTH OF THEM TOGETHER" — Gen. 22:6 


(Preached at the First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Sunday morning, June 21, 1942, 
and stenographically reported.) 


The story of Abraham and Isaac 
is one of the most beautiful stories 
in the Bible of a father and his son 
and their comradeship together. 
Isaac was born in answer to 
prayer, the prayer of a father’s 
heart for many years before the 
son came. Long years Abraham 
waited on God believing that God 
would keep that promise. Then 
when Isaac came there grew up be- 
tween this father and son the most 
perfect understanding and the most 
perfect comradeship that could pos- 
sibly exist between a father and 
his son, 


The story of Abraham offering 
Isaac shows the perfect confidence 
that the son had in his father. 
When the time came for God to 
test the old father and he makes 
that journey early in the morning 
to that lonely spot on Mount Mo- 
riah with a breaking heart — for 
he hasn’t yet‘told his son what 
God had revealed to him and what 
must happen there—-when he came 
to the place and the time came for 
him. to lay that boy upon the altar 
and take the knife in his own hand 


and take his life, and he gets out 


the cords and begins to bind the 
son, so perfectly is that boy's con- 
fidence in his father that he never 
asks another question. He never 
offers a protest, but willingly sub- 
mits himself to the binding. As 
Abraham lifts the knife God says, 
“Abraham, that is enough; stay 
your hand.” Can’t you imagine the 
rejoicing on the part of that father 
and son? When that son sees that 
his faith in his father has been 
vindicated and the father’s faith in 
God has been rewarded it is a great 
hour in the lives of those two men. 

Isaac was born when Abraham 
was 100 years old, Isaac is now 26 
years of age, but Abraham, the fa- 
ther, is an old man, stricken in 
years. But between the old man 
and the young man there is still 


that beautiful relationship of per- 
fect trust, perfect comradeship, 
perfect fellowship and perfect faith 
in one another. 

We Say a great deal about moth- 
er and motherhood, but I think all 
too little has been said about fa- 
therhood and the _ responsibility 
that rests upon him. God bless our 
mothers! We are in the home with 
them when we are babies and lit- 
tle children until we all but be- 
come a part of them. But some- 
times we forget that fathers love 
as deeply as mothers. It has been 
said, and it is commonly accep- 
tation that a man does not love 
and cannot love as deeply as a 
woman. But psychologists tell us 
that man loves even more deeply 
than a woman. He loves his chil- 
dren. They are “bone of his bone 
and flesh of his flesh” and there is 
something in that truth that ties 
him on to that child. Even though 
the mother gives birth to the child 
the father gives the life and he isa 
part of his life. 

The father isn’t privileged to be 
with the child like the mother. The 
necessity of providing for his 


household takes the father away. 


and many times almost all of his 
time is spent away from his fam- 
ily. He is deprived of the fellow- 
ship with them that he would so 
love to have. He is deprived of 
many things the mother has — the 
prattle of the baby and the tod- 
dling about and seeing him do the 
cute things. But it doesn’t mean 
that the father’s heart is not yon- 
der in the home. He is out in the 
battle of life, in the struggle to 
support his home. There isn’t a 
true father in this world that 
wouldn’t take the shirt off his back 
for his child and make any sacri- 
fice. They do sacrifice far more 
than we realize or give them cred- 
it for. They do love more deeply 
than we give them credit for. 


Father Is to His Children Like God 


to His Saints 
God expresses his relationship to 
the redeemed as a father to his 


The Father’s Responsibility 


Dr. JOE HENRY HANKINS 


child and says to us, “Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord, pitieth them that fear him.” 
God describes the final state ofthe 
redeemed as a great big family 
and tells us He will be the father 


in that home and that Jesus Christ_ 


will be the elder brother. “For 
whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.” Again we are told, “For 
as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God. 
For ye have not received the spir- 
it of bondage again to fear; but ye 
have received the Spirit of adop- 
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther .... And if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ.”’ God pictures the re- 
deemed of all the ages as a fam- 
ily that has gathered home for a 
great reunion, one by one, from 
distant climes. They are coming 
home from “all nations and kin- 
dreds, and peoples, and tongues” 
for that reunion, and God says they 
“shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob,” while God him- 
(Continued on page two) 


Hundreds of 
Ministers Commend 
‘Sword of the Lord’ 


We have letters from hundreds 
of ministers telling what a blessing 
The Sword of the Lord is to them, 
telling us that they often use the 


preaching material in it, that the 


evangelistic fervor in the sermons 
by America’s best soul winners has 
lighted fires in their own hearts 
and ministries, that they refer to 
the paper in the pulpit and com- 
mend it publicly to their people, 
that they find the warm Bible 
teaching and the faithful stand for 
clean living and sound doctrine spe- 
cially helpful to their people. 

‘One of the best soul winners in 
‘America, nationally known wrote 
that the Sword “is a superlative 
publication,” that he read it with 
much profit. Two weeks ago the 
president of a fine college wrote 
renewing his subscription and said 
most kindly things about the paper 
and how it had helped him. The 
pastor of one of the larger church- 
es in America said that he found 
special preaching help in some of 


ithe editor’s sermons; he has now 


become the head of a great semi- 
— Another minister, with a doc- 
(Continued on page four) 


Free with 3 One-Year 
Subscriptions at $1.00 Each 


New Book, PRAYER, by Evangelist John R. Rice, Ready Nov. 16. 


328 Pages, 2! Chapters, Sells for $1.25. Free to You for 


Subscriptions to This Paper 


3 One-Year 


4> 


Hundreds of subscriptions and} 


orders for this new book by the edi- 
tor are coming in. Here are chap- 
ters that have blessed many thou- 
sands when run in the Sword of 
the Lord, and the hunger of people 
for help in really getting things 
from God, along with the remark- 
able size of this handsome volume 
make us feel sure that the large 
printing of 10,000 copies the first 
printing was justified. An increas- 
ing stream of letters bring sub- 
scriptions and ask for the new book 
as a premium for each three sub- 
scriptions. 


Just send three subscriptions with | 


$3.00 and the book is yours free, 
and will be mailed in a few days, 
safely wrapped in corrugated board 


that the royal blue cloth cover and} 


the pictured jacket may reach you 


unharmed. The subscriptions may} 


be all for one person or for three, 
either for yourself or others, new 
(Continued on page four) 
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| THE FATHER’S 
| RESPONSIBILITY 
(Continued from page one) 


_ Self spreads the feast and the mar- 
riage of the elder brother takes 
place. I tell you it is grand to be 
a Christian! It is wonderful to be a 
child of God! It is wonderful to 
think about that day when the 
whole family will all gather, not 
as strangers, but as one big fam- 
ily, to live with God the Father 
forever. 

This morning I want us to think 
about the matter of a father and 
his family. 


The Man the Head of the Family 


God meant that the man should 
be the head of his family. We do 
_a lot of- foolish jesting sometimes 
now-a-days about that truth, and 

you hear somebody say, “Yes, the 
man is the head of the family, but 
the wife is the neck and the neck 
turns the head.’ No such foolish 
jesting ought to be done about a 
sublime truth that God Almighty 
Saw fit, by the Holy Spirit, to put 
into His word. It is a sacred 
| place and a sacred respon- 
' sibility that God - Almighty 
; has placed upon the fatherhood of 
the world, that the man is to be the 
head of his home, that he should 
be in the place of absolute author- 
ity. I know a lot of people dislike 
that but that is God’s plan for a 
happy family, and you can’t beat 
God’s plan for anything. O how 
long will it be before we learn that 
you can’t beat God’s plan for a 
happy life, a happy home, a vic- 
torious Christian life, or blessed- 
hess anywhere? You can’t improve 
on God’s plan. And if men and na- 
tions, instead of trying to have 
their own way and formulate their 
own plans, would realize that God 
is all wise, and that the best thing 
the human race could possibly do 
would be to fall in with God’s plan 
and order our whole life after God’s 
will and plan. We would be far 
better off. I tell you it would be 
glorious and wonderful if the world 
would do it. One day they will do 
it. One day “the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea... and 
nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 


There will not only be peace 
among nations, but happiness in 
the family life of the world. “But 
they shall sit every man under his 
vine and fig tree; and none shall 
make him afraid .... The wolf 
also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together; and 
a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young ones shall lie down to- 
gether; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. And the suckling asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on .thecockatrice’ “den.” O 
when will man understand that 
God’s will is best and His plan for 
anything cannot be’ improved Ube 
Ont *: 


ee ne 
be. when Ss 


ie ee PER Ue. gE tte ee a ne 
Fe Siena saan ss oP RS AS coc 


Thr eiink ek agdgly fo chs 


AIRE EA AT COE aa ES le EGP OI IE es SOE 
Ceaehcsteennones ee . 
Ve a,  pcaitrads Me aie ory —s One ie a ae 
BA. Capes hoe ans 


” dis sae 


should be the: hea& of the family. 
Genesis 3:16, “‘Unto the woman he 
said, and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and. he shall rule over 
thee.” Not as a tyrant,.-not..as a 
ote not as a cruel monster, but 
-> that m4n. should have-absolute au- 
_-therity.in “his home, and*that his 
- word in that Home should be law. 
Of course, God also’ meant that 
man should be a-godly man — God- 
honoring, God-fearing man. He 
should exercise that authority in 
the fear of God and that he should 
be a benevolent ruler, under God. 
That is God's plan for a happy 
fhhome. I Cor. 11:13, ‘‘The head of 
/ the woman is the man.... For the 
+> man is not of the woman but the 
+ -woman of the man.” Eph. 5:22, 
“Wives submit yourselves unto 
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your husbands as unto the Lord for 
the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the 
church.” The Holy Spirit spoke 
those words and God had a purpose 
in it. No home will ever be a happy 
home nor will it be what God in- 
tended it should be until the man 
takes that responsibility under God 
and exercises it in the fear of the 
Lord, No wife and no mother can 
make a home what it oyght to be 
until she recognizes that authority 
in the man and respects that au- 
thority and teaches the children to 


respect it. 
A Father 


God meant that a man should 
rule his house. Gen 18:19, “I know 
Abraham, that he will command 
his children and-his household af- 
ter him, that they.shall keep the 
way of the Lord.” In speaking of 
the qualifications of a preacher God 
said in I Tim. 3:2, ““A bishop must 
be blameless, the husband of one 
wife, vigilant, sober, of good be- 
haviour, given to hospitality, apt to 
teach.” I say the greatest need of 
today is respect for authority in 
the home and for men who feel the 
responsibility to assume and .ex- 
ercise that authority and demand 
respect for it. For the core-prin- 
ciple of all civilization and society 
is respect for authority, and if that 
isn’t taught to the children in the 
home there never will. be respect 
for authority and the children will 
grow up anarchists and rebels 
against aN constituted authority. 
We need in America today respect 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PERFECT LOVE 
( Continued from page one) 


when I was greatly distressed by 
the fear that the claim had no 
foundation in fact.. For, while I 
would go on well for a little time, 
eventually something would always 
go wrong, and I would have to 
start all over again seeking the ex- 
perience of holiness. Moreover, I 
saw that people with whom I as- 
sociated were all in the same boat 
as myself. No one’s “‘sanctification”’ 
lasted very long, but all broke 
down from. time to time, yet I 
could not believe that the. trouble 
was in the text, or in my under- 
standing of it. I felt it must be in 
myself. Surely my consecration 
was not complete, or I would at- 
tain to the blessedness of sinless 
perfection. 

I can scarcely describe my as- 
tonishment when after six .years 
of this dreadful uncertainty, I sat 
down One day to thoughtfully pe- 
ruse Hebrews 12, and when I came 
to verse 14, I could hardly believe 
my own eyes as I read, “Follow 
peace with all men and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the 
Lord.” In a moment the light 
broke. I said to myself, ‘‘Dear me, 
that is what I have been doing 
ever since I was converted. It has 
been the earnest desire of my 
heart to be at peace with all men, 
and to walk in holiness. But if you 
follow holiness you certainly have 
not caught up with it.” — 

Iam sure you can see how differ- 


for constituted authority. The rea- 
son most of our criminals are un- 
der 21 years of age is because au- 
thority in the home has long since 
practically gone — broken down. 


This morning I thank God from 
the depths of my heart for this 
gray-headed father, who is here 
with me today. Bless his heart, I 
say it to his praise and to his cred- 
it his word was law in our home. 
When he said, “Do” or “don’t,” 
nobody asked why. The fact that 
he said it was sufficient and he 
didn’t say it twice — one time and 
that was enough. Was he a tyrant? 
No, he was the best pal his boys 
ever had. No man ever loved his 
home more, but his word was law. 


Not one time in my life have I 
referred to my dad as “the old 
man,” He is my father, my pal. I 
tell you it is a sad day in a boy’s 
life when he calls his father ‘‘old 
man.” But it is sadder still for the 
father, for it is a sign that the 
father hasn’t filled the place of re- 
sponsibility in that lad’s life that 
God meant for him to fill, when his 
son will refer to him as “the old 
man’ and to the mother as “the 
old woman.” Yes, God meant that 
the father should take the respon- 
sibility of disciplining the home 


rit a Christian home. 


Man the Priest of the Home 


God meant, yes God ordained, 
that the man should be the reli- 
gious head of his family. God 
meant that the man should be the 
priest in his household, the reli- 
gious leader, the religious head of 
‘the family. The father ought to be 
the one to lead the way in reli- 
gious. matters. It is his place to 


responsibility and*not alone. « the 
mother’s. Wherever there is a fa- 
ther that dodges his religious obli- 
gation to his home and to his fam- 
ily he is a derelict in hig duty 
and is living in disobedience*to the 
|plain command of. God. God has 
placed this responsibility upon the 
father, but many of them haven’t 
had the courage to take that re- 
sponsibility, but leave it all to the 
wife. A man ought to be the priest 
and the religious head of the fam- 
ily. I read in the Old Testament 
that it was the father who offered 
the sacrifice; it was the father who 
killed the passover, and it was the 
father who was commanded to 
teach the Word of God to his chil- 
dren in the home. Deut. 6:6-9, 
“These words which I command 
thee this day shall be in thine 
heart; And thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sit- 
test in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou. 


up. And thou shalt bind them for a. 
sign upon thine hand, and they 
shall eye" as frontlets between thine 


eyes. And thou shalt write them 
upon the posts of thine house, and 
on thy ga ay 


In the 30th cha ter of Numbers, 
God says that if the wife make a 


:| vow, and the husband knows about 


| the vow and: does not disallow it 


¥ ‘ ~ ‘ $l lah ‘ea 
“ , reba R . ha Sa ey Ey « if 

a hoe FNS y ey P 

GE OR TE SMe be ey 


and do it in such a way as to make}. 


ent the actual text is to that which 
I had imagined. The bare state- 
ment, “Without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord” had conveyed 
an utterly wrong thought to my 
mind, ‘whereas the exhortation to 
“follow holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord’ simply 
tests the reality of one’s profes- 
sion of a new birth, for every tru- 
ly born again person delights in 
holiness and follows after it, even 
though conscious of the fact that 
he has not yet attained to it in the 
absolute sense. 


"Without Peace No Man —* 


Take the other part of the verse. 
Suppose one were to say, “Without 
peace with all men no man shall 
see the Lord.” Why, I have been 


but holds his peace when he hears 
it, she must keep that vow but if 
it is a foolish vow her iniquity will 
be upon her husband. God said 
the same thing about a child that 
makes a foolish vow and the father 
hears her and does not immediately 
disallow that vow but lets it go, the 
evil consequences will be upon that 
father. God places. the sole respon- 
sibility in matters of religion upon 
the man for his house. 

Abraham, in offering Isaac, took 
the sole responsibility of that act. 
He didn’t ask Sarah if she were 
willing. He realized his responsibili- 
ty as a father under the law of God 
and took the whole responsibility 
without asking anybody’s consent. 
God gave it to him and he was ex- 
ercising his proper authority and 


set the example and totake they 


liest down, and when thou risest | 


assuming his proper responsi iit 


God's Ordained: Leas 
Kingdom Work - 

God meant,also that mam should 
take the’ leading place and the 
leading resp@psibility in the work 
of the church and of the kingdom. 
God didn’t mean that the work- 
ing forces of the church would have 
to be women. God bless the wom- 
‘en! I am not throwing off on them, 
I am simply showing how men have 
shirked the responsibility until the 
women have had to step in and 
take over or see the work fail. God 
meant that men should take the re- 
sponsibility of leadership in the 
kingdom. The first great prophet 
was a man, Enoch. The first great 
preacher of righteousness was a 
man, Noah. The first great law- 
giver was a man, Moses. All the 
judges of Israel except one were 
men and that one was Deborah. 
She apologized for having to take 
the place. She tried to get a man 
to take it, but he wouldn’t do it. 
She said, “I go with you, but the 
honor of this victory shall not go 
‘to you but reproach that a woman 
has to lead.” 

All the Old Testament prophets 
were men. When Jesus chose the 
twelve to teach and train them for 
the work of the kingdom not a 
single woman was in the group. 
Every New Testament preacher 
mentioned in the Bible was a man. 
The only other office in the church 
mentioned in the Scripture is that 
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following peace for _ forty-two 
years, but I am not at with 
all men yet. Many of them won't 
let me be at peace with them no 
matter how earnestly I seek it. But 
it is my ideal; I have no desire to 
wound and injure people, nor need- 
lessly to enter into conflict with 
them. I delight in peace as every 
true Christian should. But it is 
very plain that you have not 
caught up with something which 
you are following. And on the other 
hand, a man who does not follow 
after peace and holiness, whatever 
his profession is, just to that. ex- 
tent he is a hypocrite. 

Which of my hearers can say 
he is absolutely holy in the flesh? 

I heard a man make the state- 
ment in a meeting many years 
ago, “I want.you to know that I 
am as holy as Jesus Christ 
was!” Two days later the police 
broke into his house in response 
to his wife’s screams, just in time 
to save her from being beheaded, 
as he sought to kill her with an 
axe. Of course, the poor fellow was 
demented, and he died in an in- 
sane asylum shortly afterwards. 
“If we say we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.” The most devoted saint 
has no holiness in the flesh. But our 
standing is another thing altogeth- 
er; we are seen by God as holy 
in Christ: God hath made Him to 
be unto us wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification (or holiness), and re- 
demption. 


"Love Made Perfect" 


But now I want_to examine with 
some degree of care the verses 
which I have read as a text for this 
discourse. They used to trouble me 
greatly. I simply could not under- 
stand them. I knew I had been 
born of God. I was sure His Spirit 
dwelt within me; I yearned for 
greater fellowship with Himself. I 
loved His Word, and I delighted in 
declaring the Gospel (so far as I 
then understood it) to others. But 
these verses distressed me terribly. 
I would say to myself, as I read 
them, “Herein is our love made 
perfect, but fy love is not made 
perfect. My love is very imperfect. 
There is a great deal of selfish- 
ness eonnected with it. I am often 
very inconsiderate; I am frequent- 
ly thoughtless about the comfort 
and happiness of others, and think 
more of ministering to my own 
pleasure. If my love were perfect 
this would never be. I would al- 
ways think of others first, and of 
God and of Christ, and not.of my- 
self at all. But the verse says 
‘Our love is made perfect,’ and 
boldness in the Day of Judgment 
seems to hang upon this.” 


Oh, the agony I went through as 
I looked forward to that Day of 
Judgment! What if, after all I had 
known and enjoyed of Christ, that 
Day of doom simply brought out 
the fact that my love was still so 
imperfect there could be no heav- 
en for me! 

I did not understand the Chris- 
tian’s relation to judgment, of 
which I shall speak later. I knew 
that*Christ had died for my sins, 


the Christian life as a probation 
and that the final test was to be 
made in the Judgment Day, as to 
whether I should go to Heaven or 
Hell. How could I then have bold- 
ness in the Day of Judgment, when, 
my personal experience was so un- 
satisfactory ? 

. The last part of the verse was 
even more perplexing, “Because as 
He is, so are we in this world.” 
The words were simple enough. 
Nine monosyllables, but who could 
claim to have attained to such per- 
fection as this? I said to myself, 
“IT am not as He is, not yet, at all 
events. I am not as holy as He is; 
I am not as righteous as He is; 
I am not as compassionate and 
thoughtful of others as He is. How 
then can I say, ‘As He is so am I 
in this world?’ ”’ | 

Then the next verse declares, 

“There is no fear in love, but: per- 
fect love castéth out fear: because 
fear hath torment. He that fear- 
eth is not made perfect in love.” 
“Ah,” I said to myself, “if I could 
only attain to this blissful condi- 
tion where I would be perfect in 
love, then all this torment and fear 


would disappear. But that is just} 


the trouble with me. I am not yet 
perfect in love. I still have fear; 
fear does torment, and I do not see 
how I can ever have settled peace 
until I attain this greatly to be 
desired experience of perfect love.” 

I wonder how many who are lis- 


through ‘a similar ‘time of 
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ity and anxiety. I wonde 
are any who are going 
now. If you are, I beg you follow 
me most carefully as I seek to 
show you : 


How | Found Deliverance 
First let me remark that al- 


though I have tried to read my. 
“Bible regularly all my life, I have 


to confess I have often read it very 
carelessly. For instance until about 
the same time as the revelation 
came to me concerning the He- 
brews passage, I had never noticed 
the marginal emendation in con- 
nection with I John 4:17, ‘‘Herein 
is love with us made perfect.” 
“Love with us!” What does it 


} mean? It certainly does not mean 


that our own love is perfect, but 
it speaks of a love in which we 
share. I was startled and thrilled. 
I looked it up in some more criti- 
cal versions, and I found that the 
real meaning of the passage was 
this, “Herein has love been per- 
fected with us, that we may have 
boldness in the Day of Judgment, 
that even as He is we also are in 
this world.” It seemed that every- 
thing was clearing in a moment. I 
saw that for six years I had been 
looking for perfect love in the 
wrong man. God, by the Spirit, 
seemed to say to me, “Perfect love 
is in another Man, the Man Christ 
Jesus, and in that Man for you.” 
And then I noticed the connective 
“herein.” This, of course, is intend- 
ed to direct our minds to some- 
thing that has been written 
before, and so I -glanced 
back in the chapter, and, oh, what 
precious things I found! “In this 
was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent 
His only begotten Son into the 
world that we might live through 
Him.” “Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His sort to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins’ (vv. 9, 10). 
Here indeed is perfect love, and 
that in all its fuilness. It is God’s 


love to me manifested in the Me-' 


diator between God and man, “our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It was love that 
gave Him, and notice the double 
nature or character of the gift. 
Because we were dead in tres- 
passes and in sins, God in His in- 
finite love sent His only begotten 


-Son into the world that we might 


live through Him. Because we were 
guilty and defiled by sin, Go@ sent 
His Son to make expiation for our 
iniquity. Thus we have everything 
in Christ, and Christ is everything 
to the believer for time and eter- 
nity. God’s love is seen in all its 
fullness in the work of the Cross. 
Herein has love been perfected 
with us. And so we may have bold- 
ness in the Day of Judgment. If 
God sent His Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for my sins, I need not 
now fear the Judgment, because 
the Lord Jesus has already gone 
into judgment for me. He took my 
place, He paid my debt, and de- 
livered me from every claim of the 
outraged throne of God. 


“By faith the Lamb of God I see 
Expiring on the Cross for me; 
He paid the mighty debt I owe, 
He died because He loved me so. 


“For me the Father sent His Son, 
For me the victory He won; 
To save my soul from endless woe, 
He died because He loved me so.” 


This indeed gives boldness in view 
of the Judgment Day. For when 
that last dread hour arrives, my 
case is not coming up. It was all 
settled nineteen hundred years ago, 
and settled to the divine satisfac- 


tion. 
No Fear of Law 

Suppose I am passing a court- 
house, and I see a group of man- 
acled men entering under guard of 
a police platoon. I inquire of some 
one standing by as to what is go- 
ing on, and I learn that a number 
of desperate criminals are to come 


up for trial. I decide to go in and 


hear some of the evidence, but as 
(Continued on page three) 
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(Continued from page one) 


' tor’s degree wrote that the editor’s 
' articles on prayer had he!ped him to. 
_ victory over a burden of five years 
| standing. And how many, many 
' ministers have said they were 
grateful for a subscription to The 
» Sword of the Lord given them by 
» some friend! 
» Here I am giving statements by 


_ The Dance — 
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- passions, to the breakdown of med- 
esty, and to the scarlet sin and 
heartbreaking tragedy. And what 
the modern dance did that time it 
' has done in multiplied thousands 
fe of other cases. 
- What is wrong with the modern 
dance is simply this: when men 
have their arms around women and 
"girls, this one and then that one, 
: and another one, oftén with body 
e Es org body, sometimes wéth 
_ @heek against cheek, hand in hand, 
_ with limbs often. touching, with the 
4 ladies’ dresses cut low and with 
_ bodies perfumed, and under the 
| seducing strains of sensual music, 
Ph. sex desire is stimulated. What peo- 
_ ple really dance for is not the ex- 
- ~ercise, it is not the music, it is 
“not simply the interesting society. 
What people dance for is the mat- 
ing thrill, the inflammation of sex 
desire. Repeatedly, in large audi- 
» ences over America I have preached 
© plainly and scripturally on this 
subject; and men have held their 
hands high, without a dissenting 
vote, to say that the dance arouses 
- lust. It breaks down modesty, it al- 
- lures young minds and bodies to 
forbidden paths, and lust often 
_..ends in adultery. 
- The Saviour said in Matthew 5: 
27, 28, “Ye have heard that it was 
a said by them of old time, Thou 
: shalt not commit adultery: but I 
| Say unto you, That whosoever look- 
' eth on a woman to lust after her 
'. hath committed adultery with her 
' already in his heart.” 
: | Then according to the Saviour’s 
4 own definition, adultery is actually 
p conmiined in the heart, on the 
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g And not only is it committed 
_ there, in the heart, but it leads, in 
» many, many cases, to the actual 
scarlet sin 

Once I spoke on a street in Fort 
Worth on a Sunday afternoon. In 
the sermon some reference was 
' made to the harm and allure of 
as the dance. When the service was 
' finished a nurse from the City- 
Raped Hospital at Fort Worth 
- told my wife this story. 

She said, “We have in the City- 
County Hospital a girl dying with 
a syphilis, though she is only seven- 


long. The other day the girl, who 
knows she is soon to die, called me 
and asked me, ‘Nurse, do you think 
IT am such a bad girl?’ ”’ 

The Christian nurse replied that 
her sin was great, but that God 
’ was merciful if she would repent. 
, a “*But tell me,’ said the girl who 
» was soon to die after a life of sin, 
‘what is the difference between me 


Worth? They have their big balls 
and dances, these girls from the 
best families in Fort Worth, the 
_gnes whose names and pictures are 
on the society pages of the papers. 
They dance until midnight. Then 
- when the dances are over and the 
» men are all inflamed, they come 
" down to see girls like me. I’m tell- 
’ ing you the truth, they have done 
it many a time. Now, am I not 
just as good as those girls that 
et in. the best homes in Fort 
_I ask you to consider that ques- 
ion of a dying fallen girl. She 
that the dance leads to adul- 
ery. Not every one who starts-out-: 
wil fh ‘the dance ends up with adul- 
~ th tery out thousands do; and all the 
) es t Ed taken a biz ‘step in that 


: arate dancing master who 
wrote From the Ballroom to Hell 
a is tt that the dance leads to adultery. 

1 tetiony of the Chicago Vice 


7 o itt some years ago was 
t elghty-ave oe. cent said that 
~ the dance was responsible for their 


noe * "The testimony of many 
divi 3 who have talked to me 
SC onally, is that the dance breaks 
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some other ministers who have 
written us about how they liked 
the Sword. Most of these, if not all, 
have’ asked for sample copies to 
give out to their people. Read what 
pastors say about this outstand- 
ing evangelistic weekly, and then 
will you not try to help us get it 
in every home possible? Pastors 
can make public announcement 
about the paper. Pastors or any 
one else may write for free sam- 
ple copies to give out, if you will. 
And during the present subscrip- 
tion campaign you may subscribe 
for others, or get others to give 
you their subscriptions, and get the 
editor’s new book PRAY HR-—~Ask- 
ing and Receiving, as a free gift 
with each three subscriptions at 
$1.00 a year each. Send the paper 
to good Christians who will love it 
and be blessed by it; to your pas- 
tor; to Sunday School teachers; to 
loved ones. 


Letters from Ministers ° 


“There’s no question in my mind 
as to the worth of the paper, that 
is, the messages you send out. 
One of our members secured a 
position in Biloxi, Mississippi, some 
months ago. Shortly after that I 
began taking the “Sword.” I rec- 
ommended it to him, and he is also 
getting.it now. He writes me that 
he enjoys every issue and then 
passes it on to others. 

“What I have just written an- 
swers your question as to whether 
The Sword of the Lord has helped 
me in my personal life and preach- 
ing. It surely has. For many years 
I have been reading the Moody 
Monthly, the Sunday School Times, 
Christian Victory (Denver, Colo.), 
Our Hope and a number of other 
periodicals of like quality. I preach 
a “‘whole’’ Bible and not a Bible 
full of “holes.” The Doctrinal Ba- 
sis of the China Inland Mission (in 
China’s Millions) states very well 
what I believe and preach. And so 
I surely welcome your little paper 
and its wholesome message, and 
can say truly that I am refreshed 
and strengthened by its weekly 
messages, in addition to what I re- 
ceive otherwise.” — Rev. Edward 
T. Uhler, 14 S. Vine St., Mt. Car- 
mel, Pa. 


“I believe we wrote you before 
this that we profited by reading 
your paper. Am especially pleased 
that it is given to the propagation 
of the gospel which is of far great- 
er importance than any other 
thing.’”’ — Rev. Albert Rust, Cor- 
with, Iowa. 


“Thank you for your generous 
offer to send your paper for distri- 
bution. It is such a blessing in my 
life that I desire others to share 
it with me. 

“I have just finished reading Hy- 
man Appelman’s message on “Hit- 
lerism”’ and it has fired my soul in 
such a manner that I am led defi- 
nitely to make the following re- 
quest. Will you send me, if possible 
100 copies of this particular issue 
in order that my congregation may 
share in the blessing .... Your 
messages on prayer and faith have 
also helped me.” — T. C. Fletcher, 
Pastor, Utica Baptist Church, Uti- 
ca, Illinois. 


“T am a blessed reader; so are 
a few of my parishoners, and what 
is a blessing to me will surely be 
to other of God’s saints. I consider 
your magazine the best that comes 
to my desk, and my wife is always 
ready to read each new copy.’’— 
Rev. Elias Bressler, Lebanon, Pa. 


“Although we have never seen 
you we feel as if we know you. It 
is that tie that binds the hearts 
and spirits of the body of Christ 
in precious fellowship. We have en- 
joyed your radio ministry and your 
books and especially your weekly 
call in The Sword of the Lord. We 
pray for you and may God use you 
mightily in your present meeting 
in Dallas... 
is the outstanding evaumebate pa- 
per in our land. 

. . « The Sword of the Lord 
is a real blessing to me. You know 
it is a good and a necessary thing 
for preachers to be “‘preached at,”’ 
and so once a week I just soak up 
the Word as it comes in the Sword 
. I enjoy your preaching and 
message and the others, too, es- 
pecially Oswald J. Smith..I often 
use and pass on some of the “nug- 
gets.” — Rev. Willis H. Miller, 
Pastor, Primitive Methodist 
Church, Ridgeway, Wisconsin. 


“I can heartily recommend The 


| Sword of the Lord.and please for- 


. L feel, too, that it 
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THE FATHER’S — 
RESPONSIBILITY 


(Continued from page two) 


of the Holy Ghost and faith, men 
of good report, tested and proved 
as loyal men of God. Not one book 
of the Bible was written by a wom- 
an. This is abundant evidence that 
God intended that men should take 
the lead and carry the main re- 
sponsibility in religious work. The 
fact that we have to depend almost 
entirely upon the women to. carry 


give my carelessness in not re- 
newing my subscription. Enclosed 
find one dollar for renewal sub- 
scription, and thank you for con- 
tinuing to send me my copy even 
though not paid for.” — Rev. D. 
W. Blomgren, 722% Lincoln Ave., 
Rochelle, Illinois. 


‘T shall be glad to give out your 
Sword of the Lord paper. It has 
been an inspiration to me, and hag 
sure it can be to others.” — 
George S. Hixson, First Baptist 
Church of Mt. Rainier, Mt. Rainier, 
Maryland. 


“Brother, I have received many 
a blessing through the paper, in 
fact, I have preached some of the 
sermons to my congregation. I am 
indebted to you and the brethren 
for some fine preaching.” — Rev. 
H. G. Wiens, Pastor, Forsan Bap- 
tist Church, Forsan, Texas. 


“T do not know of another paper 
that is better than yours. One rea- 
son I like it is because it has plen- 
ty of spiritual food in it. Another 
one is that it takes plenty of room 
to preach the gospel and not to 
lift up the editor or owner.... 
I enjoy every article in your paper 
and look forward to them each 
week.” — Rev. John E. Strickland, 
Rt. 5, Box 108, Jacksonville, Fla. 


“For a long time I have intend- 
ed to let you know how very much 
I enjoy your paper now. I know 
of no paper just like it, and I 
think it has no equal in its own 
particular field, which seems to be 
solely, the spread of the Gospel 
and the building up of the faith of 
the Lord’s people.”’ — Rev. I. Noel 
Snow, West Side Baptist Church, 
Wichita Falls, Texas. 


“The sermons I have read in 
The Sword of the Lord have been 
true to the Word; I am grateful 
to you, and to Almighty God for 
such messages from His Holy 
Word. They have been to me an 
inspiration.’”’ — Rev. Robert Bow- 
ering, Box 146, Otisville, N.Y. 


“T love your paper very much, 
and it is a great help in this part. 
And your books, too, have helped 
so much.” — Rev. Eugene Lake, 
Rock Island, Illinois. 


“I enjoy the paper very much, 
and think it very helpful. I read 
the whole issue each time, and get 
much information and inspiration 
from it.” — Rev. Robert E. Atkins, 
27 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, N. C. 


“T would be very happy to do 
all I can to advance the interests 
of your splendid paper. I praise the 
Lord for its excellent Gospel -mes- 
sages. It surely has proved a bless- 
ing to my own soul.” — Rev. Rob- 
ert E. Nichols, 115 Catherine St., 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

“T have taken the paper for 
about four years. It has been @ 
priceless source of good sermons 
from God’s best in America. It has 
been of deep value to me person- 
ally. I would not care to be without 
it.”.— Rev. Robert F. Kittsell, Box 
147, Madelia, Minn. 


“T like the paper; have read it 
with pleasure and profit. It is re- 
freshing in this day of modernism 


‘to find a religious paper that rings 


clear on the Fundamental Doc- 
trines of the Bible and I prize it 
highly. Well, I could say much 
more be commendation of it.” — 
Rev. I. M. Swafford, Elmira, Mo. 


“Some months ago a friend sub- 
scribed for your fine little paper 
The Sword of the Lord for me. 
Since that time I have read it reg- 
ularly and always with great profit. 


Such things as you publish in it 


are “food and drink” to the soul. 
TI thank you for the help it has been 
to me in my personal life and min- 
istry.” — Rev. W. C. Eddy, Pastor, 
Grace Methodist Church, Balch 
Avenue, at Fourth St., Fresno, Cal- 
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on and assume places of leader- 
ship that God intended for men to 
have is a reproach and shame upon 
the men of our generation. 


The Father an Example to His 


Children 


The Scripture says, ‘Enoch 
walked with God fhree hundred 
years.” Most people fail to see 
something in that scripture — that 
the day Enoch began to walk with 
God was the day that his first son 
was born. The day that boy came 
into that home, he became a dif- 
ferent man. He thought of life dif- 
ferently then. Everything was more 
serious then, and that day the fa- 
ther made a new’ dedication of him- 
self to God and began to walk 
with God. Father, if you haven’t 
done that, you have deprived your 
boy of the greatest thing you could 
give him — a real Christian father. 
Every child born into this werld is 
entitled to a Christian home, and 
the wife can’t make it by herself. 
I feel so sorry for a lot of them. 
I praise the Lord for them and the 
way they are trying to carry the 
responsibility alone, but without 
the help of the father a real Chris- 
tian. home is impossible. 


I read a story once of an unsaved 
lawyer who said the turning point 
in his life came one morning as he 
started out to his office. He had to 
cross. the street to catch the street 
car. The snow was deep, and he 
was taking long steps to. avoid 
stepping in the snow more than 
necessary. He looked back and 
there was that three-year-old boy 
doing his best to step in his tracks 
in the snow. “Son, what are you 
trying to do?” he asked. “Just 
stepping in daddy’s tracks,” was 
the answer. The father said he re- 
alized then that°his boy was not 
only stepping in his tracks in the 
snow, but was literally following 
his ways. Every boy makes a hero 
out of his father. Dad, are you lead- 
ing him to heaven or hell? 

“And they both went together.’’ 
God give us nfen who are willing 
to lead the way to God! Joshua 
took all the responsibility for his 
family, his. wife, his children and 
his servants. “As for me and my 
house,” he said, “we will serve the 
Lord.” My father didn’t ask us if 
we were going to Sunday School. 
That was already settled.— he had 
settled that for us. He didn’t ask 
f we were going to church. But 
when Sunday morning came it was, 
“Children, get ready, we are going 
to church.” I have heard men say, 
“When I was a child they made me 
go to church and now that I can 
I do as I please, I am not going.” 
Brother, that is not to your credit 
to make a.statement like that. It 
is to your everlasting shame and 
disgrace that you haven’t had man- 
hood enough to try to be decent 
when you had a dad who tried to 
lead you in the right way. You 
ought to thank God that you had a 
father that had that much interest 
in you. You- ought to be thankful 
that you had a father who was not 
willing that you should be brought 
up in heathenism. 

O what it means to both father 
and son where that comradeship 
exists that Abraham and Isaac en- 
joyed. How it strengthens _ both 
lives. How much better man it 
makes out of a father when he re- 
alizes his responsibility and real- 
izes that his boy is trying to be 
like him. I shall never forget when 
I was in brother Clyde’s home in 
Ennis, Texas. One day his little 
boy, Billy, came out of a room 
dressed up in his dad’s clothes. I 
never saw such a)sight in my life. 
He had put on daddy’s coat and} 
rolled the sleeves up; the hat came 
down over his ears, and the tail to 
the coat was dragging the floor. I 
laughed at him and so did Clyde. 
But in a minute I saw brother 
Clyde begin to wipe away the tears 
as he said, “Do you see what I 
see ?”’ “Yes, I do,” I said, I see 
what every dad ought to see — 
that every boy thinks his dad is the 
greatest fellow in the world.” Dad, 
live so they will always think it. 
Every boy will be like dad even 
to dressing in his clothes, pulling 
dad’s hat down over his ears, and 
letting the coat tail drag on the 
floor behind him. O I tell you when 
God entrusts lives and a home to 


you as a father, don’t shirk that 


responsibility! 

It is not only a responsibility but 
the greatest privilege a man ever 
had — the privilege of taking his 
whole family to heaven with him. 


I tell you I believe with all my 
heart that wherever there is a man | 
that will face that responsibility |. 


and sets his heart on doing it, he 
can take his family to heaven with 
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him. I believe his family will go 
with him. 

I stood by the bedside in a hos- 
pital in Childress, Texas, of a boy 
16 years of age who was dying of 
an infection in the blood stream. 
They had given him one transfu- 
sion after another until when he 


would take one it would run his 


temperature extremely high and 
cause terrible rigors. The doctor 
said that he must have another 
transfusion. The father said, “I do 
not believe he can stand another.” 
But he walked over By the bedside 
and said, “Son, do you reckon you 
could stand one more?’’ That boy 
took his daddy by the hand and 
said, “Daddy, will you stay with 
me and hold my hand?” His father 
said, “I will, son.” That boy said, 
“Daddy, if ‘you will stay with me 
and hold my hand, I can stand any- 
thing.” 

Father, if you will stay with him 
and hold his hand and lead him in 
the right way, he can do anything. 


Free — 
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or renewal. Gives names and ad- 
dresses carefully, tell whether each 
subscription is new or renewal, and 
tell where to send the book. 


Notable Features of the Book 


I. It is full of real Bible teach- 


ing. What does God really prom- 
ise to do in answer to prayer? 
What are His conditions? What 
have I a right to-ask for? What 
in my life hinders prayer? Such 


questions as these are clearly and . 


definitely answered from the Word 
of God. 


2. The book cultivates a believ- 
ing, expectant, victorious attitude 
about prayer. Some books on prayer 
are written by modernists or prac- 
tical unbelievers who dilute faith, 
explain away promises, discourage 
expectancy of direct, definite an- 
swers from God. This book shows 
that prayer is asking, that -Chris- 
tians are invited, encouraged, to 
ask what they will, what they need, 
what they want; that we can know 
what we should pray for, that we 
can pray in the will of God, and so 
can get just what we ask, that God 
still is the willing, loving, com- 
passionate, miracle-working God. 


3. Here are many remarkable ac- 
counts of real answers to prayer. 
The author felt that he ought to 
testify to the wonders that God has 
done, the answers to prayer, direct, 
often immediate, undeniable, which 
He has given his servant when he 
prayed. The author knows God an- 
swers prayer. In a ministry of over 
twenty years, in which, by God’s 


great mercy he has seen about 


15,000 professions of faith in 
Christ, with marvelous provision 
of tens of thousands of dollars for 
printing and radio bills, besides all 
the needs of family and workers, 
the author has proven God. Here 
he humbly tells many answers to 
prayer. 

4. The remarkable price of only 
$1.25 for this large book of 328 
pages on the first printing, is made 
possible by printing and binding 
10,000 copies at once, and by the 
willingness of the author to fore- 
go all royalty and profit from the 
book that thousands of readers may 
be blessed by it, who might not buy 
at the usual price for the first 
printing of a book so large and well 
bound. You will be surprised at 
the really unusual value, sold for 
only $1.25, or given away free with 
three 1-year subscriptions at $1.00 
each. It is 1 5/8 inches thick, a 
‘beautiful volume. If you do not 
think’ it worth twice the price we 
will be surprised. 

BETTER DO IT NOW! Send in 
those subscriptions and bless the 
lives of others, and get this big 
cloth bound book with 21 chapters, 
328 large pages, free. Write the 
Sword of the Lord, 145 North Hale, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 
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500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
For Christian Workers 


Any Christian applying to The 
Scripture Witness League for 
membership and will promise to _ 
prayerfully distribute no less than 

600 tracts a year will receive 


free 500 assorted tracts postpaid 
free. The membership dues in the 
league is $1.00 a year. Send for 
free saniples today. 
_ The Scripture Witness League 
2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, TH. | 
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